


Unaware of the struggles and hardships ahead,
Peter Sr., in 1750, left Miesau, Germany, the land of
his nativity, hoping to find in America a land blessed
with opportunity. He first settled in Pennsylvania and
later moved south to what is now Ceres, Virginia, an
area in the beautiful mountains of Southwest
Virginia.

In 1793 Peter Sr. built this log home for his son,
Henry, who married Elizabeth Copenbarger. The land
which it occupied was part of a land grant signed by
Patrick Henry. This structure was characterized by
hand-hewn hardwood logs cut from trees felled from
the surrounding mountains and put together with
wooden pegs. There was a two story front porch,
rooms with loeng straight beams, a rock chimney and
a winding stairway leading to the attic where the
original logs are still visible.

As originally built, there was a breeze-way
between the main house and the servants’ quarters.
In about 1850 this was replaced by a kitchen and
dining room adjoining the main part of the house.
Aithough both the exterior and the interior of the
house have been changed to enhance the beauty and
to meet the needs of the times, it still maintains its
character and distinctive colonial appearance.

Scattered around the house and farm were
other buildings including three log barns, one of
which still stands today, a log spring house, a
granary and a smoke house.

Few houses have had more occupants or have
had a more vigorous and varied life. Since Henry's
Dream House was built in 1793, five families have
lived in it, and it still stands as a model of life in this
area at the time.

In 1793 Henry (1771 - 5/4/1836) and Elizabeth,
eleven children and three slaves (Tom, Hannah, Polly)
were sheltered in this house. They were pioneers in
a land of beauty, but one inhabited by warring Indian
tribes. Their challenges and sacrifices were many,
but they were survivors who accumulated land and
property.

William Henry Groseclose {4/21/1810-6/14/1871)
and Adeline were the parents of seven children. One
son, William Lockhart, died at age ten. Dr. William
played a part in the formation of Bland County, and at
its first court was elected presiding Justice. He was
a worthy citizen, dedicated Christian, devoted
husband and father, and an eminent physician. One
day after his death between 5 and 6 o’clock p.m., he
was laid to rest in Sharon Cemetery.

“The zephyrs never sighed more deeply than now, nor
the gentle breezes of full spring, than that sad and
lonely requiem of the departed who sleeps in peace
under his grave of flowers.” (Copied from obituary)

Adam Dallas Groseclose (12/27/1856-8/20/1929)
and Parthena, the third family to occupy the house,
had two children.

Adam Dallas, a Civil War veteran, was in
Company F, 51stInfantry. He and his brothers Henry
(Captain of G Company) and James A.T. (51t Virginia
Infantry) were captured by the Union Forces at the
Battle of Winchester. The three were sent to Fort
Delaware where they remained prisoners until
released on June 17, 1865.

After the war ended, James A.T., lured by the
roiling hills and looking for an easier and better life,
moved west to ldaho. He sold his farm to Adam
Dallas. It remains today a part of the farm
surrounding the Henry house.






James Albert Tyler Groseclose, son of Dr. William Henry Groseclose and
Adeline Cooper Yost, was born on 14 Mar 1841 in Ceres, Virginia and died
on 14 Apr 1927 in Juliaetta, Idaho, at age 86. On 23 Jul 1868, in Ceres,
Virginia, James married Eliza Jane Groseclose, a distant cousin. Eliza was
daughter of Joseph Groseclose and Elizabeth N. Crabtree, and was born
on 30 Oct 1848 in Ceres, Virginia and died on 23 Feb 1930 in Juliaetta,
Idaho, at age 81.

Noted events:

« James served in 51st Virginia Infantry during the Civil War: 2 Lieut Co F

(Bland County Tigers) 6/26/61 Hixville; 2 Lieut to 2 Lieut between 12/31/62

and 2/28/63; POW Winchester 9/19/64; Harpers Ferry to Ft. Delaware 9/27/64;
released there 6/17/65; Resident Bland County. Ruddy complexion, dk hair,

dk eyes, 5'10". Brothers Henry Casper Groseclose and Adam Dallas Groseclose
also served in the Virginia Infantry during the Civil War.

» James and Eliza moved their family by train from Ceres, Virginia to
Juliaetta, Idaho in 1902, briefly touring St. Louis, among other cities, en route.

Children of James and Eliza Groseclose were:

i. Malinda C. Groseclose (born on Mar 8 1867 Ceres, Virginia - died
on 16 March 1867 in Ceres, Virginia)

ii. Unnamed Daughter (born/died on Dec 29 1867 in Ceres, Virginia)

iii. Levi Breckenridge Groseclose (born on 19 Feb 1870 Ceres,
Virginia - died on 14 Feb 1925 in Juliaetta, Idaho)

iv. William Joseph Groseclose (born on 10 Oct 1872 Ceres, Virginia
- died on 5 Aug 1962 in Moscow, Idaho)

v. Albert Lee Groseclose (born on 15 Feb 1875 Ceres, Virginia
- died on 3 Mar 1958 in Pasadena, California)

vi. Marion Greever Groseclose (born on 7 Aug 1877 Ceres,
Virginia - died in July 1964 in Juliaetta, Idaho)

vii. Maurice Maiden Groseclose (born on 17 Feb 1880 Ceres,
Virginia - died on Jan 20 1881 in Ceres, Virginia)

viii. Bessie Mae Groseclose (born on 17 Nov 1881 Ceres, Virginia -
died on 22 Dec 1920 in Seattle, Washington)

ix. Grover Cleveland Groseclose (born on 18 Sep 1884 Ceres,
Virginia - died 27 Feb 1964 in Ceres, Virignia)

x. Houston Lafayette Groseclose (born on 1 Apr 1887 Ceres,
Virginia - died in 1972 in lowa)

xi. Edward Jennings Groseclose (born on 18 Feb 1893 Ceres,
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• James and Eliza moved their family by train from Ceres, Virginia to
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Children of James and Eliza Groseclose were:

i.     Malinda C. Groseclose (born on Mar 8 1867 Ceres, Virginia - died 
       on 16 March 1867 in Ceres, Virginia)
ii.    Unnamed Daughter (born/died on Dec 29 1867 in Ceres, Virginia)
iii.   Levi Breckenridge Groseclose (born on 19 Feb 1870 Ceres,
       Virginia - died on 14 Feb 1925 in Juliaetta, Idaho)
iv.   William Joseph Groseclose (born on 10 Oct 1872 Ceres, Virginia
        - died on 5 Aug 1962 in Moscow, Idaho)
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